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Uinder what diffevent subhoritles were Aifferent sections of the rresent
dsy Czech Stabe Rallwaye buiit?

The railways of Czechoslovakia wers chiefly built by $he «li AnshooeBimgorian

monarchy, &5 Shate railways. Private companies have bullt only 4 &
part, about 15 percent, The diffevence between State and private
railways consisted merely in the method of fivancing the investments

and working expensas, and In commercis’ management. ALl railways. Stste
as well as private, were legelly required to meat certaln standards, o
maintain wifora characteriztics, like, for example, rall gauge, super—
structure, sigral eguipuent, brake mechanism, plamning of stations,
swibches, commections, locomotlves, cais, max$mum grade, eto, traffic
regulaticns, szl even employees wniforms were the same. Pur«ly military
reasons molivated this. The War Minisizy of the old monarchy exercized
a predominant inflluence Tver the ministry of rallways. Many rajilread
1ines wers builh purely for strategic reasons. For the same Teasocr, 4Ll
railroads were regquired to build swch farilities az discharge ramrs,
sidings, end hard standing and parking areas, not justified by economic
1ife or business needs of the country.

w3l

Only in exceptionsl naser, where mountsin berraln was teo difficuld and
gtrategic importance insignificant, did the monarchy permit narrow gauge
lines tc be built, In Czecheslovakia, narrow gauge raiiroads are few and
of little importancsa.

The first railroad built on the present day tarritory of Czechoslovakia

was the Morthero Railrcad® (Nordbahn), going from Vienna throvgh Prerov =
Moravsksa Ostrava - Krakow to Imow, I% Was built for strategic reasins,

for use against USSR, in the early forties of the past centurys. A4
branch-1ive of the Northern Railroad {Nordbaha) from Prerov through

Olomee ~ Cssiea Trehowa reached Prague in 1845, The present day schele

{or net) of poitw-e 7o Coohoslovakia was reughly completed in the 18%0%s.
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In 1918, the young Czechoslovak Republic was fased with %wo special
problemss

(a) To comnect satisfactorily Czech provinces with Slovakia. In

the past, the Austrian part of the monarchy triled to connect Czech
provinces firmly with Viemna, for reasons cf interior policy. For
the same reasons, the Hungarian part laid stress on comnection with
Budapest, and opposed the comnection of Slovakia with the Czech
_provincess In order to improve this situation, the Czechoslovak
Republic built two new railroad-lines, Vesell n/M - Nove llesto n/v,
end Vsetin - Broumov Bylnice, across the chain of the Low Carpathians.
Furthermore, the Republic rebuilt the important Bohumin - Kosice
railroad and began to build its second track, still unfinished.

(b) To complete the Slovekia rail network which wes much less
extensive than in the Czech provinces. For this purpose, several
reilroad lines were built, such as Handlova-Horni Stubra -Banska
Bystrica, and Cervena Skala-Margecany.

The Republic built also, in the Czech provinces, a second track on several
railroad sections, such as Prerov-Ceska Trebova. :

A% presen$, Czechoslovakia has about 8,200 miles of railways, 16 miles of
Length per 100 square miles (average).

Did Poland, USSR, Austria, and Germany perticipate in the development of
the railways?

The answer is wholly negative. Since 1918, when Czechoslovekia was
created, Poland, USSR and Austria have not participated in any way in

the development cof Czech railwayss In the 19th century, Germany built a
few miles of railroad on the present day Czechoslovakian territory,
connecting Bavaria with Cheb and Zittau (in Saxony) with Liberec. Germany
owhed and managed these short sections until May LS. The Versailles
Preaty omitied this fact, and from 1920 to 1938, Czechoslovakia has
endeavoured in vain to do away with this anomaly.

During World War II, Germany s%arted bullding a second track on the railroad
Havlickuv Brod ~Chotebor, tud could not finish-it. Expenses were paid no¥
by Germany, but by the Protechorabe. . :

Name the various State and private rail systems which about 1919 united
Lo form the Czech State Railways. Please also confirm the 1919 date.

I tbelieve, . the law uniting the various State and private systems was
promulgated in 1919, The main previously existing private railroads

Were Bustehrad Railroad (Kladno - Most), Bohemian North-Western

Railroad (Usti n/I~Cheb) and Bohumin - Kosice Railroad. Besides that
there existed many small companies of local interest. All remnant
railroad lines were old Austro-Hungarian State railways, inherited by $he
Czechoslovak Republice.

One can hardly retain a detailed recollection of such a matter after
thirty years, but any Czech encyclopedia, or Czechoslovak code of laws
can give all details desireds

- end -

CONFIDENTIAL/US OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 2002/07/24 : CIA-RDP80-00926A001700030005-7



